1 Taieri B tournament

Our B-point tournament took place on 23 March with a field of 32
pairs. It was won by Paul Freeland and Margaret Perley from the
Otago club. There were some noteworthy performances by Taieri
members: Judy Robertson and Adrien Dever were third overall,
Barbara Cowie and her partner Gary Henderson were second in
the morning session, and Jean Young and Nancy Hawker were
top North-South in the second session.

2 Club winners so far in 2013

Monday New Year Pairs: Rosemary Pickersgill, Irene Morrison
Monday Autumn Pairs: Rosalie Douglas, Baukje Blok
Monday Three Night Individual: Alics Thompson

Wednesday New Year Pairs: Donna Ruwhiu, Judy Robertson
Wednesday Ray Howes Memorial: Alex Ansett

Saturday Bert Matthews Trophy: Ans Smeele

3 Championship Pairs

March saw the beginning of the year-long Championship Pairs
competitions. On the first Wednesday night there was an inter-
esting slam hand (notable also for South’s hand being the worst
I have ever seen).

Taieri Bridge Club: April 2013

Board 11 AAJ653
QT43
South dealer QT
None vul *QOT2
aQT N MKI74
QAKQJ9I2 W E 05
HOAKIR g $JT4
&J S AKIRT
A32
Q876
{6532
&6543

It’s not unlikely that West will declare this hand in either
6NT or 6¢. A likely bidding sequence in Acol would be

West North FEast South
Pass
2 Pass 3 Pass
30 Pass 3é Pass
ANT Pass 5 Pass
60 Pass  Pass Pass

Let’s look at it first as a double dummy hand (i.e. declarer
plays as though he can see through the backs of the cards) assum-
ing that the hapless North begins with a small heart. Declarer
can then take all 13 tricks. He just plays off 6 rounds of hearts
and 4 rounds of diamonds (oh, look! The {$Q and <10 drop



doubleton). On the 4th diamond North must reduce to three
cards. If she discards the #A then dummy releases a club; if she
discards a club dummy keeps all 3 clubs. Voila!

Of course, in reality, West has a harder task to make their
contract because they don’t know how the opposing hands are
distributed. What is the best line for 12 tricks on a neutral heart
lead? I am not sure and invite comments from readers (if any
are received I will include them in the next issue). Here is my
proposal. Draw trumps in three rounds discarding two clubs and
a diamond from dummy. Then play the #10 hoping that North
has #A. If North takes the #A you have twelve top tricks (2 és,
6 Os, 20s, and 2 &s). If North ducks you win the #K and play
off the A and K discarding your spade loser. You now have to
play diamonds for one loser only. Best is to play a low diamond
towards the {J which will see you home if either North has the
$Q or diamonds divided 3-3. Life is much worse if South has the
M A but there are some slender chances.

Hand 17 of that same night was much easier as a play prob-
lem. Deep Finesse tells us that 5 can be made. Indeed it can
and this is an exercise in suit establishment.

Board 17 AAKQ86
Q73
North dealer o
None vul KO T632
" YR N [ Y
QAKTI8 W E Q 65
CAKQ S > 876543
& AK4 ®O87
NJ932
Q0 QJ42
> T92

If you are unsure what to do watch carefully as this is a
very common type of play. You have 10 top tricks and need
another. Draw the trumps and play QA,K. Ruff a heart, return
to dummy with a club honor and ruff another heart. This estab-
lishes dummy’s 5th heart and you can return with the other club
honor to cash it.

But wait! This assumes the opponents don’t switch to clubs
after cashing their two spades. Why does that cause a problem?
Because it removes one of dummy’s club entries prematurely.
That will be no problem if trumps were to split 2-2 because then
you have a trump entry instead. But here they split 3-1 so you
mustn’t draw the last trump and you must hope that (as happens
here) no-one can ruff a heart.

4 Submissions for the Newsletter

Please send material that you would like to have included in the
newsletter to me (email below) a few days before the end of the
month. T am hoping to have some regular features about bridge
— bidding and play — every month and if you have a particular
topic you would like me to write about then, again, send me an
email. Jokes welcome too!

Mike Atkinson, profmda@gmail.com



