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1 B point tournament

Our annual graded B point tournament on 1 August saw a large
field of 24 pairs in competition (resulting in a $540 profit). The
winners were Kevin Farnden and Kaye Wilson who had two
storming 64% sessions. I only have room to talk about one hand
and have chosen the very last board of the tournament.

Board 26
East dealer
Both vul

♠ T7
♥ Q9
♦ KJ953
♣ AQ95

♠ AQJ652
♥ A62
♦ T42
♣ 9

N
W E

S

♠ K98
♥ KJ87
♦ Q76
♣ 863

♠ 43
♥ T543
♦ A8
♣ KT742

At most tables East-West played in a part-score in spades. I
was surprised that more than half the field made 10 tricks when
there appear to be 3 diamond loser and a club loser. This su-
perficial analysis was confirmed by Deep Finesse who proclaimed
that 9 tricks should be the limit. But this is a hand where there
is an interesting wrinkle.

Let’s suppose that North is on lead. She selects the ♣A,

receives encouragement from her partner and continues clubs.
Sadly West ruffs. From this point in the hand West can take
10 tricks! Trumps are drawn in two rounds ending in dummy
followed by a club ruff. Then comes ♥A, heart finesse against
North’s ♥Q, followed by ♥K and then a heart ruff. The position
now is

Board 26
East dealer
Both vul

♠ void
♥ void
♦ KJ9
♣ Q

♠ A
♥ void
♦ T42
♣ void

N
W E

S

♠ 8
♥ void
♦ Q76
♣ void

♠ void
♥ void
♦ A8
♣ K

West is on lead. She leads a diamond (it doesn’t matter which
one) and plays low in dummy. What can the defenders do? If
South plays ♦A declarer can establish a diamond winner. But if
North wins that fiendish diamond lead her options are either to
next play a club giving a ruff and discard, or to play a diamond
and now South is forced to win and play a club for a ruff and
discard.

So was Deep Finesse wrong? Never! The defense could have



led diamonds initially and then they can manage a diamond ruff
in addition to the two top diamonds and the ♣A.

2 Bridge movements

I’ve been asked to write a short account of Mitchell and Howell
movements. Most of the time duplicate bridge at Taieri uses a
Mitchell movement. North-South remain seated throughout the
session while East-West move around the room in a cycle. At
the same time the boards also move cyclically but in the other
direction. In this movement essentially the North-South play-
ers are competing against one another while the East-West are
competing in a separate competition.

You will have noticed that the director sometimes assigns a
relay table where the boards wait for one round before being
passed on. You may also have noticed that this happens only
when the number of tables is even: without the relay East-West
would meet the boards they began with when they had gone half-
way round the room (because the boards would also have gone
half-way round the room in the opposite direction.

Sometimes the director will solve this even number of tables
problem in another way – by having East-West skip a table when
they have gone half-way round the room. For example, skips are
more common than relays in Canada and the UK. Skip move-
ments are slightly easier to get right but they have the disadvan-
tage that North-South don’t play every East-West pair.

Once you think you have mastered a Mitchell movement it
will inevitably happen that you meet a completely different type
of movement – a Howell movement. I have learnt that these
were invented by a whist player called Edwin Cull Howell (1860–

1907). He died 18 years before Contract Bridge was invented!
Those whist players were smart guys.

In a Howell movement, while there may be a small number
of stationary pairs, nearly everyone moves after each round irre-
spective of whether you were sitting North-South; and they move
in a cycle sometimes to a North-South position, sometimes to an
East-West position. The great merit of a Howell movement is
that you can play against more than half (sometimes all) of the
pairs in the competition so that there is a single winner (rather
than a North-South winner and an East-West winner). So this is
quite an advantage in a small field. The movement is sufficiently
complex that every table has a little guide that tells both pairs
which table to go to for the next round. Even though the players
are moving in an apparently complex cyclic way the boards still
move regularly from one table to the next after each round.

3 Club news and comments

Tournaments We have a Cancer Charity Tournament on the
16th August. Raffle items will be required for the Charity
Tournament.

New members Welcome to new members Enid Simcock, Bill
Chapple and Pat Chapple.

Stewart Kerr The committee would like to thank Stewart Kerr
for all the great work he has been doing around the Club
rooms.

Mike Atkinson profmda@gmail.com
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