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1 Announcing your 1♣ and 1NT bids

The Board of the NZ Contract Bridge Association (NZCBA) has
issued a new requirement regarding alerting the opening bids of
1♣ and 1NT even if they are entirely natural. When your part-
ner opens 1♣ you must describe the length or strength of the bid
with “2 plus”, “3 plus”‘ or “4 plus” (if you are playing an ar-
tificial strong club system you must say something like “Strong
16 plus”). If your partner opens 1NT you must announce its
high-card strength (e.g. “12 to 14”).

The Board recognizes that players will take some time to get
used to this and some players will dislike it (count me among
those!). The new rule has officially been operating since 1 May
but virtually no-one that I’ve played against has made the proper
announcements. So don’t worry if you forget. Do your best and
trust that directors will be understanding.

2 From the Championship Pairs

This month’s Wednesday Championship pairs night was some-
what of a wild ride. There were some slams that succeeded or
failed depending on a finesse; some pairs were elated, some down-
cast – but that’s why we keep coming back, isn’t it? This month
I want to discuss a more bread-and-butter type hand.

Board 25
North dealer
EW vul

♠A654
♥ QJ6
♦ KT9
♣AK4

♠Q9
♥T54
♦65432
♣Q52

N
W E

S

♠T873
♥ AK92
♦ 8
♣ J987

♠KJ2
♥873
♦AQJ7
♣T63

Almost every pair was in 3NT and, despite a 28 HCP total,
many went down. You have 8 top tricks and need a ninth. Of
course, if you can peek, you will know to play ♠AK dropping
the doubleton ♠Q – but this is hardly the percentage play and
you would normally finesse. Another and better chance is to play
twice towards the ♥QJ hoping that one of the heart honours is
on your left. This has a 75% chance of working (as opposed to
the spade finesse which is 50%; although here you can try both
and the combined chance is, trust me, 87%). On this particular
hand you would go down. Is there anything else you can try to
improve your chances?

Before trying your heart and spade chances you should play
off your 4 diamond winners. You may embarrass the opponents
into a fatal discard, or you may just be able to read their hands a



bit better. Look at what happens to East who has to find 3 dis-
cards. Suppose East discards just one spade (and wouldn’t you
be tempted?). Then declarer can establish the fourth spade in
the North hand. Indeed, if East discards a spade, declarer may
judge that it is West who holds the ♠Q; and if declarer plays
spades from the top they will make at least 10 tricks!

3 Hospice tournament

A good turnout of 16 tables for the Hospice tournament on 19
May saw Stewart and Christine Kerr carry off top place with
a score of 64%. Close behind them were Marion Dent - Elaine
MacDonald and Robin Gillespie - Noeline Dean both pairs with
scores above 60%. The only slam hand of the tournament was

Board 6
East dealer
EW vul

♠A3
♥ A43
♦ AQT3
♣AT85

♠642
♥QT9
♦942
♣7642

N
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S

♠QT95
♥ 865
♦J8765
♣ Q

♠KJ87
♥KJ72
♦K
♣KJ93

Every pair except one bid to a small slam usually in not-
trumps. Only about half made their contracts. How should it
have been played? If you refer to my tip of the previous section
you will realize that to play off a long suit - in this case clubs -
could be helpful. Watch the discards - they will give you some
good clues. In this case East’s discard may well help. East can
spare one diamond and should discard two hearts as well - if they
discard a spade then the declarer may finesse in spades and make
all thirteen tricks. In any case there is plenty of time to try both
major suit finesses

4 A record score

We all know how hard it is to score 60% or more in a pairs game.
The reason has to do with what mathematicians call the Central
Limit Theorem but we can ignore that. A score of 65% would be
reason for some celebration and a score of 70% might occur only
a handful of times in a lifetime. So when Alec Ansett and Irene
Morrison scored 75% in the Wednesday 15 May game history was
being made. What a fantastic and rare score. Congratulations
to Alec and Irene.
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