1 Rating Points and Master Points

If you play bridge at an affiliated club you will gain Master Points
which are awarded to the top placings. Any club session you play
in will gain you C-Points. If you play at least 20 boards, 1st place
will gain 40 C-points. 100 C- points convert to 1 B point. Some
tournaments will award B-points to top placings. A-points are
only awarded at certain tournaments. These master points are
used to calculate ones rating points.

When entering a tournament note that: Junior Tournament
are only open to players with not more than 30 rating points; In-
termediate Tournaments are only open to players with less than
100 rating points; Open Tournaments are open to anybody.

Whether the tournament is 5B, 8B, 3A, 5A etc refers only to
the master points awarded to the winning players. It also governs
the number of boards which will be played. B-point tournaments
must play aat least 48 boards, 5A at least 60 boards, 10A at least
72 boards.

Of course the actual system is more complicated than that
outlined here, but if you want to know how tough the compe-
tition will be, note whether it is Junior, Intermediate or Open.
Taieri runs only open tournaments and one of them a 5A — the
toughy!!
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2 From the Championship Pairs

This month’s Wednesday Championship pairs night produced
two hands where North-South were in the slam zone. T’ll start
with the most straightforward.

-
Board 20 VAKJ954
West dealer
Both vul QAT
& A9432
A9R832 N AQT64
OT762 W E 083
8 g $QJIIT2
S»T765 &J8
MAKIT5
0Q
$K6543
S KQ

Some pairs played this in 7NT and it is the play of this con-
tract that I want to discuss. But I admit I do not know a con-
vincing auction that will land you there. However suppose that
North is declaring 7NT and receives the {$Q lead. What should
they be thinking? In a no-trump contract you must first count
your tricks Here, in top cards, you have 2 spades, 4 hearts, 2
diamonds and three clubs for a total of 11; so you need two extra
tricks. Both hearts and clubs offer chances. To get two extra
tricks in clubs you need the opposing clubs to be divided 3-3



while to get two extra tricks in hearts you need the opposing
hearts to be divided either 3-3 or 4-2. Hearts offer much better
chances.

On some hands you might be able to try one suit and, if it
fails, revert to the other suit. That won’t work here because you
have entry problems (poor communication between the hands) so
you must put all your eggs in either the club basket or the heart
basket. Before reading on would you like to decide whether you
take the opening trick in the South hand or the North hand?

I hope you decided on the South hand because you are a dead
duck if you chose the North hand. The problem is that you need
to cash the &K,Q and the QQ and, having done so, return to
the North hand. But you have no way to do this except via $Al
So, take the opening lead with $K, play &K,Q and #A K (you
cannot reach them otherwise). Now play a diamond to your Ace
and hope that hearts behave. Luckily they do!

Finally, consider the play on a club or heart lead. Can you
see why you can now combine your club and heart chances? Be-
cause you still have both diamond entries you can play the &K,Q
and the ©Q. Now don’t play the top spades! Play to your {A
and test the hearts, discarding diamonds from dummy. If they
fail you can try clubs and, if clubs behave, you can still cross to
dummy’s $K at the end and discard your two little hearts on the
M K.

The other slam was an odd one:

aJ

Board 25 OASTA3
North dealer
EW vul OKQ9
SAIT4
AKQT42 N MAIRT653
QQT65 W B 0J2
& JT g HA8
& 85 Q3
-
QK9
765432
SK9762

Since E-W have a 12-card spade fit it was hardly surprising
that all contracts but one were declared in 4 or 5 and many of
them made 4 after a misdefence (I can’t know for certain but I
suspect that South led OK and then a low heart to partner’s QA;
North tried to give South a heart ruff and this allowed both of
the losing clubs in East’s hand to be discarded on West’s hearts).
But, remarkably, N-S can make 6& or 6 against any defense -
both contracts being very hard to find.

3 Otago/Southland Bridge Congress

Players of all grades should consider entering this tournament
which takes place at Lake Wanaka, 31 May - 3 June. Further de-
tails are at www.otagosouthlandbridge.org. There is a Pairs
event for Junior and Intermediate players on the Saturday and
a Teams event for them on the Sunday. Of course there are also
Open events on all 4 days.
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