1 From the Championship Pairs

The third night of the Wednesday Championship Pairs was won
by John Sheehy and Robert Cowan who are having a very good
run. Second place was taken by Frank Gradon and Janet Ruther-
ford. The “biggest” hand was
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East is first to bid. With a hand that is almost guaranteed
to make game all on its own should they open 2&? I think not
for two reasons. First there is a perfectly good more descrip-
tive plan: open 10 and then jump shift in diamonds (which
is game-forcing). Second, an Acol 2é& is supposed to guaran-
tee some defensive strength (and the partnership can use this to
decide whether doubling an opponent’s sacrifice is going to be
profitable); the East hand does not fit this description. On this
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particular hand another reason will emerge in a moment.

So, suppose East begins with 10. What should West do with
her monster? I think the hand is too strong for anything but an
immediate Ace ask (4 or 4NT, depending on your agreements).
If the partnership is using some sort of keycard system where
the trump king can be shown, West can plan to sign off in 690;
otherwise she may ask for Kings and then make a guess.

Of course the play is easy in 60. In 70 you may well go
down by playing for the drop. But the most interesting aspect of
the hand is that we have not yet considered what North might
have to say. Surely, over West’s 4és, North will bid 4#; and even
possibly 5 if West has bid 4NT. Does East know how to cope?

There are a number of conventions for coping with inter-
ference over an Ace-asking bid. The one I like the best is
PODI/PORI. PODI stands for Pass with 0, Double with 1 (and
bid in steps for two or more). So on this hand East would double
with one Ace.

One final curious comment. In a N'T contract look at what a
difference is made by who declares the hand. If it is East, then
the &T lead gives the first 7 tricks to the opposition!

2 Club news and comments

Tournaments Winter brings the consolation of an active tour-
nament season. We have 4 tournaments coming up and are



hoping to get great support from our own members:

1. Hospice Tournament, 18th May (this weekend!),
2. Taieri Pairs 5A Tournament, 8th June,

3. Taieri Graded Pairs 8B Tournament, 26th July,

4. Cancer Society Charity Tournament, 10th August.

New computer A new computer has been purchased, thanks

to the anonymous donation. It will be installed in the next
wee while.

Personal score cards The committee encourages members to
keep a personal scorecard. This enables you to detect rare
scoring errors and, in conjunction with the hand records, is
a good tool for improving.
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