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1 From the Championship Pairs

The first board of this month’s Wednesday Championship Pairs
featured an East-West potential 6♥ contract:

Board 1
North dealer
None vul

♠ K743
♥ T97
♦ 432
♣ J63

♠ Q82
♥ J8654
♦ JT
♣ A42

N
W E

S

♠ AJ65
♥ KQ32
♦ AK765
♣ void

♠ T9
♥ A
♦ Q98
♣ KQT9875

I admit that you might not want to be in this contract but we
have all been in difficult contracts. Only one pair bid to 6♥ and
they were the only ones who made 12 tricks – good on them! I
don’t know who they were but West was playing it and received
a small spade lead. I can see West could have played as follows:

Hoping that North has led from the the ♠K he lets the lead
run round to the ♠Q and then makes the contract. If you ex-
amine this carefully the play will go as follows: win ♠Q, play
♣A discarding a spade and then ruff a club; play ♥K losing to
the ♥A; win the return, come to hand with ♥J, and ruff the last

club. Return to hand by playing 3 rounds of diamonds ruffing
the third and draw the last trump. Then take the marked spade
finesse. This line works because diamonds are 3-3 and because
North led a spade.

If East is playing it things are a bit different because you
won’t get that lucky spade lead. In fact the spade layout is so fa-
vorable you can still play in the same way but this time you need
not only the King onside but the T9 doubleton (which makes
your ♠8 into a winner).

Much the biggest hand of the evening was South’s hand on
board 4:

Board 1
North dealer
None vul

♠ T87
♥ QJT8
♦ A853
♣ 97

♠ 63
♥ 742
♦ KQ942
♣ 643

N
W E

S

♠ J9
♥ 953
♦ JT6
♣ KJT85

♠ AKQ542
♥ AK6
♦ 7
♣ AQ2

It’s quite hard to bid without taking a leap of faith at some
point. Playing Acol South would open a game-forcing 2♣. Many
North’s would bid 2♦, a relay, conveying virtually no informa-



tion. I think this is wrong and with a balanced 8HCP North
should bid 2NT (true: not quite 8HCP but the heart suit is con-
centrated and she has an Ace). After that South should have no
trouble driving to 6♠.

Contrast that with the situation if North bids a relay 2♦.
South will continue with 2♠ and now North must not bid 4♠
(in a game-forcing auction you bid slowly if you have undisclosed
values, which North certainly has). North should bid 3♠. Now
South can ask for Aces and punt 6♠.

2 Club news and comments

New blood We are looking for new committee members as new
ideas always welcome. We are also looking for people in-
terested in helping to direct and set up the computer on
Monday nights. Many hands make light work and it would
be great to spread the load around.

AGM This is on Sunday 9th November at 1.30. We like to have
a good attendance! A few hands of bridge will be played
afterwards.

Toilets The toilets will be updated so bear with us while the
improvements are made.

New members We welcome our new members: Tim Webb,
Genevieve Webb, Noeline Adams and Iris Faulkner.

Senior Expo Members may well be interested in the Mosgiel
Senior Expo (poster below).

Mike Atkinson profmda@gmail.com
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