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1 Club results

Another amazing score was racked up in the August Champi-
onship Pairs Wednesday game. This time the stars, with 71%,
were Robert Cowan and John Sheehy. John and Robert also had
a stellar score of 75% to win the Cancer Charity Tournament.
It was a very good month overall for Robert who won both the
President’s Pairs and the Winter Pairs: well done, Robert.

2 Those little boxes

It is fun to study those little boxes in the hand records that tell
you, for each hand, what contracts can be made. It is also a very
good way to improve your card play; if you achieved less than a
stellar result on a particular hand you can study the hand in the
light of what the little box predicts. The little box is generated
by a computer program called Deep Finesse. Deep Finesse makes
the unreasonable assumption that each side will play ‘perfectly’.
Here ‘perfectly’ does not mean that the players will play like the
best in the world; it means that each side will play as though
they can see all four hands (so, for example, two-way finesses
never need to be guessed). That implies that you might declare
a hand like the greatest of champions but still not achieve Deep
Finesse’s result. So sometimes you can excuse yourself for not
equalling the little box prediction.

Some players (myself among them) love working out how

Deep Finesse would make a contract that appears impossible
even if you can see all the hands. A hand of this sort was dealt
in one of the recently concluded Monday Winter Pairs games.

Board 24
West dealer
None vul

♠9874
♥ T762
♦ 8
♣ J864

♠QJ5
♥ K95
♦ J76432
♣ 5
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♠AKT
♥ AJ3
♦ AQ95
♣ A32

♠632
♥ Q84
♦ KT
♣ KQT97

Deep Finesse claims that EW can make 6♦. You will notice
that there are two potential losers (in hearts and diamonds) and
that both finesses are destined to fail. So most of us will go down
– but not the clever Mr Finesse (like the GCSB he is all-seeing
and all-knowing – oh, don’t get me started!). He plays off the
♦Ace, plays ♣Ace and ruffs a club. Then he enters the East hand
with a spade honor to ruff another club. Now comes two more
rounds of spades. The black suits have now been eliminated and
South is given his trump trick. Poor South only has the options
of leading into the ♥A,J or playing a black suit to give a ruff and
discard of the losing heart.



3 Presidential news and comments

Committee changes Warm thanks to Glenys Fuller and Frank
Gradon. Glenys is relinquishing the office of Club secretary
and Frank is stepping down from the Committee. Our new
secretary is Barbara Wilkes.

System cards It has been announced by NZ Bridge that effec-
tive 28/02/2014 the use of system cards will be compulsory
at all tournaments. In addition they have decreed that
there will be a new system card template. Things keep
changing and it often seems that the national body is out
of touch with the needs of the rank and file player.

Flag 500 Sunday 11th of August This event was once again
very well attended with a mix of club and non-club mem-
bers. Everything run smoothly and fun was had by every-
one. We raised around $300 for our ‘Increase the fun fund’.
A very big thank you to Jean and Judy for running this
event.

Cancer Charity Tournament 18 August This is our annual
tournament to raise funds for the cancer society. The num-
ber of tables was a little down on previous years but all in

all the tournament was again well supported. Again a very
big thank you to Frank Gradon for stepping into the breach
and running this tournament. A notable mention to Nancy
Waters. This is a very worthy cause and the money is used
here in Otago. Thank you to all those that supported this
tournament.

Committee Members It is that time of the year where we are
rapidly approaching the AGM. If you are interested being
on the committee, now is your chance to put yourself for-
ward. If you would like to stand, please make your intention
known to our President Donna Ruwhiu or one of the cur-
rent committee members and the process will be started
for entering your nomination.

Balclutha 8B Tournament 21 September The Balclutha
bridge club is holding a bridge tournament on the 21st
of September. Please help support a small country club
and attend their tournament. I went this tournament last
year and it was well run and lots of fun. There was a very
social vibe and club feel, similar to our own. Help make
this a success and put your entries up now.

Mike Atkinson, profmda@gmail.com

2


