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1 From the Championship Pairs

This month’s Wednesday Championship Pairs was notable for
the large number of hands where a slam could be made. The
biggest hand was East on Board 8.

Board 8
West dealer
None vul

♠ 32
♥ Q952
♦ J3
♣ JT843

♠ Q9764
♥ K83
♦ AT95
♣ K

N
W E

S

♠ AK
♥ AJ
♦ KQ87
♣ AQ762

♠ JT85
♥ T764
♦ 642
♣ 95

35 HCP in the combined East-West hands! Many pairs bid
to a small slam in no-trumps making it with ease but, curiously,
many only made 12 tricks. How should you play if you are in the
optimistic contract of 7NT? There are two main chances: spades
could be 3-3 or the ♥Q could be finessable. It would be nice
to try to combine those two chances and, by playing on spades
first, that is what you can do. So, on a neutral club lead say,
play off the ♠AK, cross to the ♣K and play ♠Q. If spades have
divided you are home; otherwise you can try a heart to the Jack.

Just one thing to be wary of: don’t begin by playing 4 rounds of
diamonds because then you have no way to untangle your heart
tricks if the finesse has won.

But things might change if you are only in 6NT. The potential
problem is that, if you play spades first and they don’t divide,
then it is dangerous to finesse in hearts since, if that loses, the
opponents might cash a spade to defeat a cold contract. However,
if spades haven’t divided, you will know who has the long spades
and if (as not the case here) it is North then finessing in hearts
is still safe. So the contract of 6NT is actually trickier to play
optimally: should you play on hearts first (50% of the time you
make 12 tricks, 50% of the time you make 13 tricks) or on spades
cashing out if they don’t divide (32% of the time you make 13
tricks, 68% of the time you make 12 tricks) or you play spades
first and the heart finesse if spades don’t divide (about one third
of the time you will go down but you will make 13 tricks in the
other two thirds). Your choice!

And a final word on the play of the hand: 7♦ is a much safer
contract.

How about bidding? Since West is the dealer it might very
well go 1♠ - 7NT!!

There was another 35 HCP hand for East-West; they must
have paid extra!



Board 11
South dealer
None vul

♠ 64
♥ 643
♦ 96
♣ JT6543

♠ J
♥ AKQJ8
♦ J54
♣ AQ98

N
W E

S

♠ AK852
♥ T92
♦ AKT7
♣ K

♠ QT973
♥ 75
♦ Q832
♣ 72

Almost all East-West pairs got to a small slam and only one
to 7♥. Very few pairs made all 13 tricks yet it is not so hard to
do so. Regarding West as the “master hand” all you need do is
ruff one club in dummy (your third diamond goes on the second
spade honour).

If you use Roman keycard Blackwood with queen asks the
bidding could be

West North East South
Pass 1♥ Pass 1♠
Pass 3♣ Pass 3♥
Pass 4♥ Pass 4NT
Pass 5♣ Pass 5♦
Pass 5♠ Pass 7♥
Pass Pass Pass

2 Club news and comments

Community Expo Day There will be a free community expo
day on Thursday 31st October in the Mosgiel Presbyterian
Church between 1 and 4 pm. We are looking for 6 plus vol-

unteers to play some hands of bridge and chat to interested
people. Please mention to one of the committee if you can
help us out with this.

NZ-wide Pairs The NZ Babich Wine Pairs will be held on Fri-
day 31st October. Our club is hoping to host this event so
please keep this night free. For those that don’t know it is
a tournament in which the same hands are played all over
New Zealand. At the end of play a booklet is available for
suggested bidding and hints. A good learning tool if you
haven’t already participated.

Library For those that may be interested - please feel free to
borrow books from out library. No matter how long you
have been playing there is always another hint or trick to
learn or just refresh about.

Charity Tournament The Cancer Society Tournament made
approximately $1,100.00. All of the funds were donated to
this charity. Thanks to all that helped make this a success.

Substitute policy 2015 Next year the committee has decided
that one substitute will be allowed for some of the compe-
titions. Hopefully it will encourage you to still come even if
your partner can’t with still a chance at winning the com-
petition. Look out for the designated competitions in the
new programme book that will be available towards the
end of this year.

AGM Our AGM will be held on Sunday 9th November. As al-
ways we are on the lookout for more committee members.
Some fresh ideas are always welcome.

Mike Atkinson profmda@gmail.com
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